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Letters Really, Really Needed Right Now!

What do anglers, hunters, ranchers, population of native cutthroats in the
equestrians, hikers, mountain bikers, and eve Canadian drainage.
the past president of the New Mexico Gas &  On August 19th, a strong group came
Oil Association all have in common? They together near McCrystal campground to
all don't want to see the Valle Vidal drilled  speak out for preserving the Valle Vidal, the
for coal-bed methane gas. speakers included Governor Richardson, TP

There happens to be a small amount of member Gary Fonay from Hobbs (who is
coal-bed methane (CBM) under the eastern past president of the NM Gas & Oil
half of the Valle Vidal, maybe enough to Association), and your's truly. The messag
supply our nation's need for this gas for up tc was clear, don't drill here. Other speakers
30 whole hours, and El Paso Gas wants to included Oscar Simpson of the New Mexicq
reek havoc on the Valle Vidal for the next 20- Wildlife Federation, Doug Palmer from
30 year to get this day's worth of gas. Yes, it Philmont Scout Ranch and Joe Torres,
would be a boon to their company, but would President of the Valle Vidal Grazing
do nothing to address our nation's energy ~ Association. In his speech, the governor
needs, and would have devastating effects fc proposed Outstanding National Resource
the land and water on the valle, at the expen: Water designation for all the waters of the
of all other users, the wildlife, and the fish.  Valle Vidal. What this means is that the

Trout Unlimited has been working for streams would be protected from any furthgr
years on the Valle Vidal, trying to improve  degradation or reduction in the water quality.
the riparian habitat, and secure the The proposal has been constructed by the
populations of Rio Grande cutthroat, NM Department of Game Fish, and is
primarily on Comanche Creek. Take a look available on their website. The comment
at the article in this newsletter on the Rio period is open until September 30th.
Costilla restoration to see what we'll be Now for the important part, and it
working over the next several years. Also, involves you! We are really close to saving
McCrystal Creek, which runs right through  this place. | mean really close. The coalitign
the proposed drilling area, has the largest (Continued on page 3)
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It's been strange year for our state's endaddgila trout,
and it appears it will end on a good note.

In August of 2004, when the State Game Cormioniss
barred the NM Department of Game and Fish fromgisin
piscicides in native fish restoration, we warneghttthat it
would eventually come back to bite them in the e,

Well, it happened faster than anyone expecldds past
May, in a move that could only be considered pzditithe
U.S. Fish Wildlife Service proposed the Gila trémtdown-
listing from “Endangered” to “Threatened.”

Why they proposed down-listing at this timestidi
befuddling. | don't even think those working om ttecovery
team know why the proposal was put forth right ndwan
only surmise that the proposal was put out theradke it
appear as if the Bush administration is doing sbingt
positive on the environment.

The down-listing proposal was based on mesdtiag
objectives laid out in the 2003 recovery plan, otijes that
had clearly not been met. The plan called forépdication of

(Continued on page 3)




At their August 22nd meeting, the New Mexican®
Commission gave the Department of Game and Fish
permission to move forward with the restorationhaf native
fish community to the Rio Costilla drainage, indhgithe Rio
Grande Cutthroat trout. Trout Unlimited was ingtental in
getting this project approved, and will be instrumaé in
funding and completing this project.

Once completed, the entire restoration areadvo
encompass more than 120 stream miles and ovek2§. |dt
will involve private landowners in

need to do the work necessary to secure the fofute
cutthroat. The latest petition is still in litigam, and it's hard
to say which way the decision will go.

When former TU National Leadership Council
representative Jan Crawford put together the RanGa
Cutthroat trout working group, which included pansel from
the Department of Game & Fish, the US Forest Sertie
US Fish Wildlife Service, TU and New Mexico Trodt,was
clear to everyone involved the the Rio Costillainge

offered the best opportunity to do a

Vermejo Park Ranch and Rio
Costilla Park, and will include all the
water on the western side of the
Valle Vidal. The project will likely
take a decade or more to fully
complete. It will become a nationa
jewel, providing anglers a unique
opportunity to fish for pure
cutthroats of substantial size,
without making an extended hike.
The project starts in Colordo, abo
Ted Turner's Vermejo Park Ranch
continues through all the waters o
the western side of Vermejo Park,
down to Rio Costilla Reservoir.
From there it flows through the

project significant enough to secure
the cutthroat.

Over the last several months,
both current NLC rep Kevin Reilly
and | have worked tirelessly to get
this project approved. We discussefl
the issue extensively with the
governor's office and with the Game
Commissioners, produced a
summary document that explained tp
the commissioners what would be
involved, and have worked with the
TU national staff on potential
funding sources to make this happe

TU is hoping to access several
grants for this project, including a

-

Valle Vidal including the entire
Comanche Creek and Vidal Creek drainages. At thiin
end, it will include the Rio Costilla Cooperativévestock
Association portion of the Rio Costilla and theienLatir
Creek draiage and Latir Lakes. The project wilhtimate at a
barrier somewhere below the confluence of LatireRrand
the Rio Costilla.

The Rio Grande cutthroat, our state fish heenlpetitioned
for listing under the Endangered Species Act ortipial
occasions, which is something that TU would lik@tevent.
But when | say we want to prevent a listing, | mézat we

National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation grant designated for native fish recpveX
similar grant has been used in Arizona over th¢ gpageral
years to facilitate Apache Trout restoration.

With this project, and with what has happeoeer the last
month on Gila trout, | can safely say that Troutibdited is
starting to have a significant impact on the natreeit
fisheries of New Mexico. All our members shoulkdagride
in the significant progress that is finally beingae to insure
that future generations have an opportunity fdr far our
native trout.

Send an e-mail to
bschudlich@outsidemag.com

and | will add you to an action list
which will distribute information on
iIssues of pressing concern.
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(Continued from page 1) asking you to PLEASE write a letter
to save the Valle Vidal so so broad thatto Forest Supervisor Martin Chavez,
it is getting hard for the politicians to  telling him how you value the Valle
ignore. Representative Heather WilsonVidal, and that CBM drilling will

$

Letters are needed RIGHT NOW
on the Forest Plan for the Valle
Vidal. The deadline is Septem-

visited the valle a couple weeks ago in negatively impact the experience of alf ber 14th.

response to over 100 letters from her New Mexicans.
constituents. Already, numerous Personal experiences of enjoying
conservation and user groups have the fishing, hunting, hiking, or even
come out against the potential drilling, wildlife viewing will help bring home
including several local communities. the point. The letters need to be
Everyone sees that the short-term copied to our senators and the
economic gains from the gas will not congressional delegation. The deadlin
offset the losses to the local for letters to be received by the Fores
communities from recreation and Service is September 15th, so this ha
tourism. to be done now. See the “Take

Right now, the Carson National Action” on page 3 for addresses to
Forest is in its comment period on the send your letter.
development of the Forest Plan for the  This is as important as anything TU
Valle Vidal. We need to get as many has done in New Mexico, so | am
letters to them letting them know that BEGGING all of you, if you only do
we don't view CBM drilling as one thing this year, please, in the nex{
compatible with the multiple use week, sit down and ink out a letter,
mission for the Valle Vidal. even if it's only a couple paragraphs

Form letters are useless, so | am  long.
1
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(Continued from page 1) River.

the four lineages of Gila trout, and at
this time, only three have been

| am happy to report that at the July
Game Commission meeting in Reserve,
replicated. due in large part to efforts of the New

And why had the fourth lineage, Mexico Council of Trout Unlimited, the
the Whiskey Creek lineage, not beer commission approved the treatment on
replicated? Well, when the State  the West Fork, and it looks like that
Game Commission banned the use « project to replicate the Whiskey Creek
piscicides in native fish restoration lineage will be completed sometime this
last fall, the project on the West Fork fall. Once that work is done, and the
of the Gila River, intended to other lineages deemed stable, Trout
replicate the Whiskey Creek lineage, Unlimited will likely drop its opposition
was canceled. The cancellation was to the down-listing proposal, which
extremely disappointing, since every would open the possibility of finally
one was ready to go. being able to fish for Gila trout for the

After the NM Council, AZ Council first time in over 30 years. Once the fisk
and the national staff of Trout is down-listed to “threatened” the De-
Unlimited discussed the issue, we  partment of Game & Fish can make
decided to public oppose the down- plans for limited fishing.
listing, and issued a press release to ~ We definitely want to see the Gila
that effect. The press release had it: trout down-listed, but if they down-list
intended effect, as within a week we the species without finishing the work,
were in discussions with the there is a good chance that the whole
governor's office and the Game matter would end up in litigation, which
Commissioners over restarting the
project on the West Fork of the Gila

is something | think no one wants to seq.

See:www.vallevidal.org/urgent.html
for a sample letter.

Letter should be addressed to:

E Martin Chavez

Forest Supervisor
Carson National Forest
208 Cruz Alta Road
Taos, NM 87571

Letter MUST also be copied to:

Senator Pete Domenici

328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-228-0900 fax

Senator Jeff Bingaman

703 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
202-224-2852 fax

Representative Tom Udall
1414 Longworth Bldg
Washington, DC 20515
202-226-1331 fax

Representative Heather Wilson
20 First Plaza NW

Suite 603

Albuquerque, NM 87102
505-346-6723 fax

To comment on the Outstanding
National Resource Water Desig-
nation for the waters of the Valle
Vidal, go to:

www.wildlife.state.nm.us
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Dear New Mexico Council of Trout Unlimited,

Please use my tax deductible contribution of $
to work on these important issues in New Mexico.

____ Coal Bed Methane Dirilling in the Valle Vidal
____Re-introduction of our native Rio Grande Cutthroat trout

_____All of the above

Mail contributions to: New Mexico Council of Trout Unlimited, P.O. Box 32952, Santa Fe, NM 8759/
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