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By Bill Schudlich

In May of 2005, when the U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS)
proposed down-listing the Gila trout
from “endangered” to “threatened,”
TU opposed the proposal, primarily
due to the fact that the NM Game
Commission had halted the restoratior
project on the West Fork Gila River.
By working with the governor’s staff

in conjunction with other conservation| — . - =,
groups, we were able to get the projek : e
going again.

The West Fork project was started

the fall of 2005, and it is hoped that it All that said, there is a real possibility tthg

will be completed sometime in 2006. While the fish will get down-listed by next summe
TU will not drop its opposition until this pro-  with the possibility of some fishing for Gila
jectis completed, there is a good chance the trout by 2007. What that means for TU is
USFWS will down--list the fish anyways. that there is a possibility for us to help out
The fish has become somewhat of a politi with more restoration projects. It looks like
cal football, with the Bush Administration, e will be putting in for some grant monies
and new USFWS chief, Dale Hall ignoring  for projects on the Gila National Forest this
science in favor of making themselves look spring.
good on the press. If you were to ask the In early November, TU’ers Kevin Reilly,
fisheries biologists involved with the recov-  Frank Weissbarth and | joined the recovery
ery effort over the years, you'd find that they team to do some restoration work. We
would not think the fish is ready for down-  stocked fish out into Little Creek, and also
listing yet either. (Continued on page 3)

By Bill Schudlich

Last August, Governor Richardson directed thedtment
of Game & Fish to seek Outstanding National Reso\vater
designation for the waters of the Valle Vidal, inding the Rio
Costilla, Comanche Creek and the Ponil drainagdR®@ is a
federal designation that allows states to set waiality stan-
dards for exceptional waters, which will protect thaters

from further degradation.

At the Water Quality Control Commission megtin Santa
Fe in December, the commission voted 11-1 to apptios

designation after an evidentiary hearing that idetlitesti-
mony from the Valle Vidal Coalition, of which TU amem-
ber. | testified as to the importance of the Validal stream
to the future stability of the Rio Grande cutthroaut. Main-
taining these waters is essential to our effortesiep the cut-
throat off the endangered species list.

The commission also heard from other witnefsethe
coalition that included fly fishing guide and autfiaylor
Streit, rancher and hunting guide Alan Lackey, bfalyist

(Continued on page 2)




(Continued from page 1) to testify before the sub-committee in insignificant amount of gas that lies un-
Bill Zedyke, and Don Hurst from favor of the act. Joining me were Alan der the Valle Vidal.
New Mexico Trout. Lackey from Raton, and Danny Cruz, Let me tell you, if some time down
ONRW designation is a tool that the mayor of Springer, NM. Unfortu- the road, say ten or twenty years, we arg
has been used extensively in Colorac nately, this legislation is likely to remain still hanging on to our need for these tin
to protect their rivers, but this is only stuck in committee. Until we get a Re- amounts of gas that are located under our
the second time the designation has publican to sign on as a co-sponsor, rep-pristine wild areas, this country is in
been used in New Mexico. TU, to- resentative Pombo (R-CA) will not let it serious trouble. The market for energy
gether with Amigos Bravos helped  out of committee. is already changing, and this winter,
gain the designation for the Rio Sant:  While we were in DC, we had a those customers in parts of Colorado
Barbara two years ago. chance to sit down and discuss this issuavho elected to get their electricity from
It is hoped that by designating with the staffs of Senator Domenici, and wind farms instead of gas fired plants are
these waters as Outstanding Nationa Representatives Wilson and Udall. seeing smaller utility bills. While this
Resource Waters, it will make it more ~ Senator Domenici seems convinced ploy to drill everything in the west is
difficult for energy developmentto  that we must see this process through toprofitable for the energy companies, it ig
occur on the Valle Vidal. While it the bitter end before deciding whether extremely destructive to the rest of our
doesn’t prevent potential coal-bed  the Valle Vidal will be saved or not. economy, especially tourism and recrea}
methane drilling, it does make it more That means completing the forest tion. This is not a left versus right politi-
difficult by disallowing any perma-  amendment plan (expected some time cal issue, but more an issue of local ve
nent degradation to the stream. Gas next summer), and them completing a sus federal control of our public lands.
drilling would almost certainly cause leasing analysis. While he won’t come The press is starting to pick up on the
serious degradation problems for the out and publicly say it, this is a clear folly of all this gas exploration. The
streams, as a network of roads with indicator that Senator Domenici wants toDenver Post runs articles on the issue
multiple stream crossings would be see this land drilled. The taxpayers will about twice a week. The Albuquerque
required to reach a network of well  be picking up considerable costs to com-Tribune and Raton Range have run nu-
pads. Additionally, extraction of the plete the forest plan amendment and merous articles on the issue, and the Al
methane also requires the removal of leasing analysis, so why do it unless buquerque Journal, Santa Fe New Mexit
vast quantities of water which could there is some kind of payoff at the end, can and Taos News have also run articlgs
impact the water table and in turn the especially since the entire Carson Na- onit. Look for an article in Field and

springs that feed the streams. tional Forest is scheduled for a plan Stream on this issue in the next couple
amendment in just a few years? months. Anglers and hunters are coming
In other news about the Valle Representative Wilson has come out together to oppose this destruction of oyr
Vidal, in late October, Representative publicly in opposition to developing the last wild lands. Fully 88% of the Rocky
Tom Udall's Valle Vidal Protection  Valle Vidal with current technology. Mountain west is already open and avaif
Act was given a hearing before the  She will not however say that the land able to energy development, more than
Forests and Forest Health sub- should never be drilled for gas, leaving we have infrastructure to drill at this

committee in the House of Represen- open the possibility that future technol- time, so there seems to be no reason to|
tatives. | traveled to Washington DC ogy may make is possible to extract the get the last 12% permitted for drilling.
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Send an e-mail to
bschudlich@outsidemag.com

and | will add you to an action list
which will distribute information on
iIssues of pressing concern.




(Continued from page 1)
helped to electroshock and collect

brood stock on South Diamond Creek.

On South Diamond, we got to to ride
in about seven miles on horseback to
do the work. It was an incredible op-
portunity to get a look at this country,
spend a few days learning about the
recovery efforts, and to spend time
with some of the great people who
have work so diligently on restoring
this fish.

There will be plenty of opportunity
for us to help out with restoration pro-
jects over the next couple years, but
TU has one big problem in the south-
ern part of the state. We have no ac-
tive chapters, and we need a few indi-
viduals to step forward and seize this
opportunity. The Old Pueblo Chapter
out of Tucson has helped out some in
Arizona, but we could do a lot more if

we had a chapter in Las Cruces or Sil
ver City. Currently, TU is working
with the USFS on obtaining a Collabo
rative Forest Grant that runs in the
hundreds of thousands of dollars to dg
restoration work in the Gila National
Forest. This opportunity is not an end
unto itself, but represents a beginning
for us to get even more funds to do
more extensive work. Without a chap
ter, it is difficult to impossible to ad-
minister grant monies and organize
like minded volunteers.

| am going to try to put together a
meeting down there in early to mid
March. If you live in those areas and
have an interest in helping with this
effort please contact me.

One day, we and our children may
once again be able to fish the streams
of southern New Mexico for Gila
trout.

o

If you are a member in the
Las Crucesor Silver City area,
and are interested in getting a TU
chapter up and running. Please
contactBill Schudlich. We can
leverage the resources of TU for
just about any project that involves
cold water resources.

At some point, we'd also like
to get chapters up and running in
the Albuquerque andTaos areas.

If you live in Representative
Heather Wilson’s district, please
contact her and tell her that you
want to see th¥alle Vidal pro-
tected! You can send comments t
her website::
http://wilson.house.gov/
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If you are not already aware, Trout Unlimitec partner in
a large project to restore our state fish, the ®iande cut-
throat trout to about 120 miles of stream in the Rostilla

The early parts of this project will focus fimshing the
work that has already been started on Vermejo Rackiding
the treating and restocking Rio Costilla Reseraniig also

drainage in northern New Mexico. This is a coopeeaeffort
that includes the NM Department of Game and Flg#hUS
forest Service, the US Fish & Wildlife Service, tiéerstate
Stream Commission, the Rio Costilla Cooperativeektack
Association, Turner Enterprises, and New Mexicoutro
(whew!). The land owners on this project are auttyedraw-
ing up a collaborative conservation agreement agisurances
to protect their rights if the fish were to getdid.

Trout Unlimited is working on securing graofsseveral
hundred thousands of dollars to make sure thieptd$ a
success. This year, we are raising monies to laudrrier on
Comanche Creek in the Valle Vidal that will sectire popu-
lations of pure Rio Grande cutthroat in the upgaiches. The
hope is to have this barrier completed sometingeghimmer.

In February, the NM Department of Game & Fish
make a proposal to the State Water Quality Coi@mhmis-
sion for the use of the piscicides needed to rentio¥@on-
native fish from the project area. Before treatti@mwever, a
many of the fish as possible will be moved dowrastreso that
they are still available for anglers.

This is a large multi-year project that wilcemmpass lands
from Vermejo Park, down through the Valle Vidalt@iRio
Costilla Park.

working on Comanche Creek. One those are accomejljs
focus will turn to Latir Creek, Latir Lakes, andetmain stem
of the Rio Costilla down to the confluence withit&reek.

Once completed, it will represent the largestve trout re-
introduction ever undertaken. Anglers will havecgportu-
nity to fish for native trout in a variety of seittjs, from high
mountain lakes, to secluded tumbling high mounsaieams,
to larger meadow streams. The Rio Costilla, Ristilla Park
and Vermejo Park will likely become an even morpesling
destination fishery than they are now. Our hoplas this
project will help to keep the Rio Grande cutthrofitthe en-
dangered species list, so that we can all contimdish for it.

In December, a judge in th8 &ircuit ruled that the latest
petition to list the cutthroat was not warrantegisdd on the
status review that was completed back in 2002s @ibesn’t
mean that someone will not petition the fish fstitig again.
In fact, it is probably expected, as the currentaion for the
fish has not improved since the last review.

Much of the TU effort on this project is beiogordinated
by the Truchas Chapter. If you would like to papate in
their work weekends up on the Valle Vidal next stenm
please check their website: http://www.truchas#yl.o
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Dear New Mexico Council of Trout Unlimited,

Please use my tax deductible contribution of $
to work on these important issues in New Mexico.

____ Coal Bed Methane Dirilling in the Valle Vidal
____Re-introduction of our native Rio Grande cutthroat trout

Gila trout recovery

Mail contributions to: New Mexico Council of Trout Unlimited, P.O. Box 32952, Santa Fe, NM 8759/
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